THE   SOCIALIST   SIXTH   OF   THE   WORLD

iron as Japan, and each becomes the centre of a virile
population.

A new industrial world has been born in the central
regions around coal and iron ore. The old world of the
Donbas has been reborn. New blast- and open-hearth
furnaces replace the outdated, outworn furnaces of Tsarist
days. The iron ore at Knvoi Rog in the Ukraine and
the coal in the Donbas station arc linked together as were
Magnitogorsk and Kuznetz, with a smeltmg-works at each
end; the trucks ti avelling between the two always working
to capacity.

And yet another new world is planned, with a further
redistribution of industry. An iron and steel base is to be
established in the Far East, with a complete metallurgical
cycle of production, which will meet all the needs of a
local machine-building industry. The eastern districts are
to yield from 28 to 35 per cent, of the country's total
production.

By 1942 the output of pig iron is to be half as much
again as that of 1937; steel 56 per cent, more; rolled
metal 62 per cent, more, and of high-grade rolled metal
nearly twice as much.

Form a picture of what this means. Steel, for example,
is to increase by 56 per cent. Each i per cent, of increase
in rolled steel would produce heavy rails for nearly 500
miles of railroad. The increase of rolled steel of 1942 over
1937 would provide steel rails that would more than
circle the globe at the Equator.

I have spoken only of iron and steel. Of other metals
the same holds good. The Pribalkhashsky combine is
planned to turn the copper resources of Kazakstan, which
spread far and wide over the southern central regions of
the U.S.S R., into one of the largest copper industries in
the world, whilst aluminium \vorks are erected on the
Dnieper, near Leningrad, in the Urals, and in far northern
Karelia.

(iii)

Let the closing word be of gold. Gold still has value
>ther than intrinsic for the Soviet Union, for gold is a